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FOR EMBASSY CAPE TOWN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK 

SUBJECT: BRITISH PRESS ON GENEVA TALKS, JANUARY 25 

1 . IAN SMITH S REJECTION OF BRITAIN'S PLANS FOR A SET- 
TLEMENT IN RHODESIA IS THE FRONT PAGE LEAD IN MOST 
PAPERS. THE POINT FROM HIS BROADCAST WHICH THE PAPERS 
EMPHASIZE IS THAT HE REGARDS THE BRITISH PROPOSALS AS A 
SELL-OUT TO THE MARXISTS. MR. IVOR RICHARD'S STATEMENT 
THAT HE COULD SEE NO VIRTUE IN RECONVENING THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE IS ALSO PROMINENTLY REPORTED. THE SERIOUS 
DAILIES ALL CARRY EDITORIALS. 

2. TIMES DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT DAVID SPANIER: "THE 
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ATTITUDES OF THE VARIOUS PARTICIPANTS HAD BECOME FAR TOO 
SET AND SUSPICIOUS TO ALLOW A LAST-MINUTE BEAM OF COMMON 
SENSE TO BREAK THROUGH. THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN TACKLED MORE COMPREHENSIVELY AND MORE IM- 
AGINATIVELY IN THE PAST DECADE. AND FOR THIS FAILURE 
BRITAIN AND EVERYONE ELSE SHARES THE BLAME. 

FOR THE FUTURE. ALL IS NOT LOST. IT MAY BE THAT THE 
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NEW AMERICAN SECRETARY OF STATE, MR. VANCE. CAN PICK UP 
THE PIECES AND FOLLOW DR. KISSINGER'S TRAIL TO PRETORIA. 

MR. VORSTER IS SAID TO WANT A SETTLEMENT. AND MR. SMITH 
HAS CONCEDED THE PRINCIPLE OF MAIORITY RULE. BUT THIS 
PROSPECT IS NOT, AT THIS POINT, MORE THAN A DIM HOPE." 

3. TIMES EDITORIAL: "BEFORE HE BECAME PRESIDENT. MR. 

JIMMY CARTER CAME OUT, IN ACCORD WITH HIS ELECTORAL PO- 
SITION, WHOLEHEARTEDLY FOR DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY RULE- 
BLACK GOVERNMENTS-THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN AFRICA. THIS 
MEANS THAT HE HAS NOTHING MUCH TO OFFER MR. VORSTER IN 
EXCHANGE FOR SACRIFICING THE RHODESIANS-A CARD DR. 
KISSINGER KEPT IN HIS HAND FOR WHAT IT WAS WORTH. IN 

HIS DIPLOMACY THE PROSPECT THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD 
REGARD SOUTH AFRICA AS DIFFERENT’ IN ITS EVOLUTION 
TOWARDS RACIAL JUSTICE AS DISTINCT FROM RHODESIA OR 
NAMIBIA WAS PRESERVED. NOW MR. VORSTER SEEMS TO HAVE TO 
CHOOSE ONLY BETWEEN BLACK RULE AND WAR WITH THE MARXISTS. 
DR. KISSINGER IS ALSO BELIEVED TO HAVE THREATENED A 
CONCERTED OIL EMBARGO. BUT MR. CARTER INDICATED IN HIS 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS THAT HIS ADMINISTRATION WOULD AVOID 
INITIATIVES TO ENFORCE CHANGE UNILATERALLY IN THE WORLD, 

SO THAT ANY SUCH FORCEFUL UNDERCOVER DIPLOMACY IS RULED 
OUT. HE HAS THROWN AWAY BOTH STICK AND CARROT. 

THERE IS THUS NO REASON NOW WHY THE SOUTH AFRICANS 
SHOULD NOT GIVE THE RHODESIANS THE MINIMUM SUPPORT-FUEL 
AND AMMUNITION -TO ENABLE THEM TO FIGHT ON.... ON THIS 
OCCASION, THE BLAME CAN BE PLACED ON AFRICAN MISMANAGE- 
MENT. BY FAILING TO PRESENT A UNITED FRONT IN GENEVA. 
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THEY GAVE THE SMITH REGIME TIME TO RECOVER FROM HIS 
SEPTEMBER SHOCK (FROM KISSINGER)." 

4. GUARDIAN EDITORIAL: "WHAT, THEN, HAS NOW BECOME OF 
THE PRESSURE' WHICH SOUTH AFRICA WAS SUPPOSED TO EXERT 
ON MR. SMITH?.... THE COLLAPSE OF YET ANOTHER PAINS- 
TAKING ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT HASTENS AND MAGNIFIES THE 
PROSPECT OF WAR. WHETHER RHODESIA'S TIME LIMIT IS THREE 
MONTHS OR THREE YEARS MAKES LITTLE DIFFERENCE TO THE UGLY 
END WHICH AGAIN LOOKS INEVITABLE." 

5. FINANCIAL TIMES EDITORIAL: "WITH THE FAILURE OF THE 
RICHARD MISSION, THE ONLY MAN WHO CAN NOW BRING MR. 

SMITH BACK TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE IS MR. JOHANNES 
VORSTER, THE SOUTH AFRICAN PRIME MINISTER, SINCE HIS 
GOVERNMENT COULD EXERT A STRANGLEHOLD ON RHODESIA’S 
MAJOR SUPPLY LINES. MR. SMITH MAY BELIEVE THAT. BY 
STICKING CONSISTENTLY IF RIGIDLY TO THE KISSINGER PACK- 
AGE, HE CAN ENLIST THE SUPPORT OF WHITE SOUTH AFRICAN 
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OPINION; HE MAY EVEN BELIEVE THAT SOUTH AFRICA MIGHT 
LEND HIM MILITARY SUPPORT. ONE CANNOT, OF COURSE, RULE 
OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A RUSH OF SYMPATHY AMONG WHITE 
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SOUTH AFRICANS FOR THEIR RHODESIAN NEIGHBORS, THOUGH IT 
WOULD SEEM TO BE IRRATIONAL OF MR. VORSTER TO ADD THE 
PROBLEMS OF A GUERRILLA WAR IN RHODESIA TO THE ALREADY 
SERIOUS DOMESTIC POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES INSIDE SOUTH 
AFRICA. BUT WHATEVER MR. SMITH'S HOPES. IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO IMAGINE THAT THEY WILL PROTECT HIM FROM THE CONSE- 
QUENCES OF REFUSING A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT." 

6. DAILY TELEGRAPH EDITORIAL: "IN TALKING ABOUT THE 
KISSINGER PACKAGE' ACCEPTED BY MR. SMITH LAST SEPTEMBER, 

IGNORE ITS MOST IMPORTANT PROMISE-MAJORITY RULE FOR 
RHODESIA WITHIN TWO YEARS. GRANTED THAT ALL-IMPORTANT 
CONCESSION, IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT MR. SMITH AND OTHER 
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WHITES IN RHODESIA WOULD INSIST ON LEADING ROLES DURING 
THE TRANSITION PERIOD. THIS WAS ALLOWED FOR IN THE 
PACKAGE. THE BRITISH PROPOSALS TOUTED ROUND BY MR. 

RICHARD HAVE BEEN REJECTED BY MR. SMITH BECAUSE THEY 
MAKE NO SUCH ALLOWANCE. MR. CROSLAND YESTERDAY APPEALED 
TO MR. SMITH NOT TO CLOSE THE DOOR IRREVOCABLY.' BUT 
MR. SMITH HAS CLOSED NO DOOR EXCEPT THE ONE WHICH WOULD 
LEAD TO CHAOS’. THE DOOR TO REFORM IS OPEN. AND IT IS 
HE, NOT MR. RICHARD, WHO LOOKS LIKELY TO GO THROUGH IT." 

ARMSTRONG 
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